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One week after the murder of nine people in Charleston, S.C., it is difficult — if not impossible — to say 

anything that hasn’t been said already. Perhaps many of you, just like me, have spent hours in front of one 

screen or another watching, listening, reading, and reacting to this dreadful act of domestic terrorism and the 

white supremacist system that has sought so diligently to manage its corresponding narrative.  

Perhaps you have gathered with others to lament, cry out, worship with, be present with, and co-conspire on 

how to respond as individuals and communities in our own respective spaces. Indeed, what else can we do?  

No, I don’t intend to try to say anything new, but I suppose it makes no difference. We must speak, insofar 

as we are able, because there’s no excuse to be silent about the things that matter.  

Our new social reality, facilitated as it is by the commodification of content and the endless consumption of 

information, sometimes leads us into the impression that if we can’t be unique and novel in the things that 

we say, then perhaps we should not say anything at all. Or worse, we may think that if it’s been said already, 

and things remained the same, therefore it didn’t work and isn’t worth repeating.  

But this sort of thinking must be interrogated. We don’t just need a collection of solo acts but also the chorus 

of yeses and amens. We don’t just need a few piercing luminaries, but the glow of innumerable clusters of 

light. What is needed to address our unjust reality is not a uniquely formed raindrop, but a waterfall — no, a 

river — better yet, an ocean.  

It is time for our voices, like the sound of many waters, to speak into our landscape and move heaven and 

earth. We cannot — we must not — be silent. We cannot allow ourselves to leave the cry for justice solely to 

the experts, the celebrities, and the gurus, but rather cultivate its presence from the least to the greatest and 

from the strong to the weak. The march toward justice is nothing new; it is ancient, so let we who have been 

redeemed by God say so.  
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